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(ix) Whether the towing vessel has 
sufficient power to control the tow 
under all foreseeable circumstances. 

[CGD 94–020, 61 FR 35075, July 3, 1996, as 
amended by USCG–2000–6931, 68 FR 22610, 
Apr. 29, 2003; 69 FR 34068, June 18, 2004] 

§ 164.82 Maintenance, failure, and re-
porting. 

(a) Maintenance. The owner, master, 
or operator of each towing vessel shall 
maintain operative the navigational- 
safety equipment required by § 164.72. 

(b) Failure. If any of the navigational- 
safety equipment required by § 164.72 
fails during a voyage, the owner, mas-
ter, or operator of the towing vessel 
shall exercise due diligence to repair it 
at the earliest practicable time. He or 
she shall enter its failure in the log or 
other record carried on board. The fail-
ure of equipment, in itself, does not 
constitute a violation of this rule; nor 
does it constitute unseaworthiness; nor 
does it obligate an owner, master, or 
operator to moor or anchor the vessel. 
However, the owner, master, or oper-
ator shall consider the state of the 
equipment—along with such factors as 
weather, visibility, traffic, and the dic-
tates of good seamanship—in deciding 
whether it is safe for the vessel to pro-
ceed. 

(c) Reporting. The owner, master, or 
operator of each towing vessel whose 
equipment is inoperative or otherwise 
impaired while the vessel is operating 
within a Vessel Traffic Service (VTS) 
Area shall report the fact as required 
by 33 CFR 161.124. (33 CFR 161.124 re-
quires that each user of a VTS report 
to the Vessel Traffic Center as soon as 
practicable: 

(1) Any absence or malfunction of 
vessel-operating equipment for naviga-
tional safety, such as propulsion ma-
chinery, steering gear, radar, gyro-
compass, echo depth-sounding or other 
sounding device, automatic dependent 
surveillance equipment, or naviga-
tional lighting; 

(2) Any condition on board the vessel 
likely to impair navigation, such as 
shortage of personnel or lack of cur-
rent nautical charts or maps, or publi-
cations; and 

(3) Any characteristics of the vessel 
that affect or restrict the maneuver-
ability of the vessel, such as arrange-

ment of cargo, trim, loaded condition, 
under-keel clearance, and speed.) 

(d) Deviation and authorization. The 
owner, master, or operator of each tow-
ing vessel unable to repair within 96 
hours an inoperative marine radar re-
quired by § 164.72(a) shall so notify the 
Captain of the Port (COTP) and shall 
seek from the COTP both a deviation 
from the requirements of this section 
and an authorization for continued op-
eration in the area to be transited. 
Failure of redundant navigational-safe-
ty equipment, including but not lim-
ited to failure of one of two installed 
radars, where each satisfies § 164.72(a), 
does not necessitate either a deviation 
or an authorization. 

(1) The initial notice and request for 
a deviation and an authorization may 
be spoken, but the request must also be 
written. The written request must ex-
plain why immediate repair is imprac-
ticable, and state when and by whom 
the repair will be made. 

(2) The COTP, upon receiving even a 
spoken request, may grant a deviation 
and an authorization from any of the 
provisions of §§ 164.70 through 164.82 for 
a specified time if he or she decides 
that they would not impair the safe 
navigation of the vessel under antici-
pated conditions. 

[CGD 94–020, 61 FR 35075, July 3, 1996] 
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